
 

 

20th and 21st August 2023 
 
INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
1) Russia’s eagerly anticipated lunar mission, the Luna-25 
- Russia’s eagerly anticipated lunar mission, the Luna-25, has suffered a significant setback as the 
spacecraft veered out of control and crashed onto the Moon surface.  
- The failure is a poignant reminder of the unpredictable challenges inherent in space exploration, 
emphasizing that even the most advanced technology is susceptible to failure.  
- This article delves into the details of the mission, the implications of its failure, and Russia’s unwavering 
commitment to lunar exploration. 
 
NATIONAL NEWS 
1) Border Roads Organisation 
- The Border Roads Organisation has embarked on a groundbreaking project to construct the ‘Likaru-Mig 
La-Fukche’ road in the Demchok sector of Ladakh.  
- This strategic road will establish the world’s highest motorable road, spanning an altitude of 
approximately 19,400 feet, surpassing the previous record held by Umling La Pass.  
- The initiative was launched on India’s 77th Independence Day, signifying its significance for national 
security. 
 
2) Central Goods and Services Tax (Amendment) Bill 
- President Droupadi Murmu has officially granted her assent to two crucial pieces of legislation, namely 
the Central Goods and Services Tax (Amendment) Bill, 2023, and the Integrated Goods and Services Tax 
(Amendment) Bill, 2023.  
- Both of these bills, which had recently received approval from the Parliament, have now become law with 
the President’s endorsement. 
 

 



 

 

3) Indian Navy’s submarine, INS Vagir 
- The Indian Navy’s submarine, INS Vagir, has made history by achieving an impressive milestone – it now 
holds the record for the longest-ever deployment of any scorpene-class submarine. 
- The submarine covered an astonishing distance of 7,000 kilometers on its journey to Australia to 
participate in joint military exercises, marking a significant moment for both naval prowess and 
international cooperation. 
 
 STATE NEWS 
1) Indira Gandhi Memorial Tulip Garden 
- Nestled amidst the picturesque foothills of the Zabarwan range, the Indira Gandhi Memorial Tulip 
Garden has etched its name in the annals of the World Book of Records as Asia’s largest and most 
spectacular park of its kind. 
- The garden, adorned with a enchanting variety of 1.5 million blooming flowers, stands as a living 
testament to the beauty and diversity of nature. 
- The World Book President and CEO, Santosh Shukla, bestowed the esteemed certification upon Fayaz 
Sheikh, the Secretary of Floriculture, Gardens, and Parks 
 
2) Matti banana variety native to Kanniyakumari district 
- The Matti banana variety native to Kanniyakumari district has been granted a Geographical Indication (GI) 
tag.  
- These bananas thrive uniquely in the district’s climate and soil, resulting in a larger-than-human finger-
sized fruit with a sweet aroma and honey-like taste.’ 
 
3) ‘My Bengal, Addiction-Free Bengal‘ 
- At an occasion held at the Raj Bhavan, President Droupadi Murmu launched the ‘My Bengal, Addiction-
Free Bengal‘ campaign, a vital undertaking organised by the Brahma Kumaris, aimed at tackling the 
prevalent issue of drug usage among the youth. 
- Acknowledging the joint endeavors of both the central and state governments in confronting this 
concern, the president underscored the pressing need to urgently discover viable solutions to eradicate 
this threat from society. 
 
BANKING NEWS 
1) Reserve Bank of India 
- The Reserve Bank of India has recently introduced updated guidelines for Infrastructure Debt Fund-Non-
Banking Financial Companies. 
- These revisions aim to enhance the role of IDF-NBFCs in financing the infrastructure sector and to align 
the regulations governing infrastructure sector financing by Non-Banking Financial Companies 



 

 

- The review of these guidelines has been carried out in collaboration with the Government of India. 
 
APPOINTMENTS AND RESGINATIONS 
1) Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd 
- Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd. (BPCL) has announced cricketer Rahul Dravid as its new brand 
ambassador.  
- He will endorse BPCL’s Pure for Sure initiative and range of MAK lubricants. This exciting partnership 
highlights Bharat Petroleum’s strong dedication to quality, authenticity, and excellence.  
- Rahul Dravid embodies exceptional sportsmanship, serves as a role model, and possesses qualities such 
as integrity, dependability, and trustworthiness that align perfectly with our values at BPCL. Rahul Dravid 
will endorse BPCL’s well-known Pure for Sure initiative and their range of MAK lubricants. 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
1) 2023 FIFA Women’s World Cup final in Sydney 
- Spain secured their first ever Women’s World Cup title with a 1-0 win over England at the 2023 FIFA 
Women’s World Cup final in Sydney.  
- The win marks a historic FIFA Women’s World Cup campaign for Spain who previously failed to make it 
past the Round of 16. Making it to the final after knockout wins over Switzerland, the Netherlands and 
Sweden, was already a first for Spain with the victory in the final cause for an even bigger celebration.  
- Captain Olga Carmona smashed the decisive goal as Spain defeated England 1-0 to lift the FIFA Women’s 
World Cup title. 
 
2) Mohit Kumar has made a permanent mark in the records of Indian wrestling 
- Through a captivating display of skill and unwavering resolve, Mohit Kumar has made a permanent mark 
in the records of Indian wrestling.  
 

 



 

 

- He has achieved the distinction of being the first Indian wrestler to attain the junior world championship 
title since 2019. 
- In the final match, Mohit Kumar was trailing 0-6 against Russia’s Eldar Akhmaduninov. Through adeptly 
executed maneuvers, he garnered nine consecutive points, ultimately securing the coveted gold medal. 
 
3) Anahat Singh secured the gold medal in the U-17 category of the prestigious Asian Junior Squash 
- Anahat Singh secured the gold medal in the U-17 category of the prestigious Asian Junior Squash 
Individual Championships, a remarkable achievement that adds another jewel to her growing crown of 
accomplishments.  
- The championship, held from August 16 to 20, showcased Anahat’s exceptional talent and determination 
as she emerged victorious on the court. 
 
4) Indian wrestler Priya Malik  
- Indian wrestler Priya Malik has achieved a remarkable feat by securing the gold medal at the U20 World 
Wrestling Championships held in Jordan.  
- This victory marks a significant milestone in her career. 
- Competing in the 76 kg category, Priya Malik showcased her prowess on the mat. In the gold medal 
match, she triumphed over Germany’s Laura Kuehn with a resounding score of 5-0. 
 
5) Asia Cup 2023 
- The Asia Cup 2023 is scheduled to be held in Pakistan and Sri Lanka from 30 August to 17 September 
2023. The tournament will be a 50-over ODI tournament, with all matches played at international standard 
venues.  
- The 2023 Edition will feature two groups, with two teams from each group qualifying for the Super Four 
stage.  
- The top two teams from the Super Four stage will then face off in the final. 
The Asia Cup 2023 will commence in Multan with an opening match between Pakistan and Nepal.  
 
AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 
1) Five youths from India have been named among 17 teen environmental activists 
- Five youths from India have been named among 17 teen environmental activists from across the globe to 
receive the 2023 International Young Eco-Hero Award who have taken initiatives to tackle the world’s most 
pressing environmental challenges. 
- The young eco-warriors who were recognised for their efforts by the US-based non-profit organisation, 
“Action For Nature”, are Eiha Dixit from Meerut, Manya Harsha from Bengaluru, Nirvaan Somany and 
Mannat Kaur from New Delhi and Karnav Rastogi from Mumbai. 

 



 

 

2) Eminent industrialist Ratan Tata  
- Eminent industrialist Ratan Tata was conferred with the first ever ‘Udyog Ratna’ award instituted by the 
Maharashtra government.  
- The award was presented to the 85-year-old chairman emeritus of Tata Sons by Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde and Deputy Cheif Ministers Devendra Fadnavis and Ajit Pawar at the industrialist’s home in Colaba 
in south Mumbai. 
- The contribution of the Tata group in all sectors is immense. The steel-to-salt group operates in more 
than 100 countries across six continents. In 2021-22, the collective revenue of Tata companies stood at 
$128 billion.  
- The honour comprised a shawl, a citation and a memento from the Maharashtra Industrial Development 
Corporation (MIDC). The award comprises a shawl, a citation, and a memento. It is presented by the Chief 
Minister of Maharashtra. 
 
IMPORTANT DAYS 
1) World Mosquito Day  
- Every year, World Mosquito Day is celebrated on August 20. This is done to commemorate the 
contributions of British doctor Sir Ronald Ross who was the first person to discover the connection 
between malaria and female anopheline mosquitoes.  
- Every year, World Mosquito Day is celebrated to create awareness about the dangers of mosquitoes, the 
ways by which we can protect ourselves from these diseases, and to rise together to combat these insects. 
As we gear up to celebrate this day, here are a few facts to keep in mind. 
 
2) Sadbhavana Diwas 
- Sadbhavana Diwas, also known as Harmony Day, is an annual celebration observed on 20th August in 
India. 20th August 2023 marks the 79th birth anniversary of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.  
- This day commemorates the birthday of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, a visionary leader who 
championed the cause of national integration, peace and public harmony among the diverse population of 
India. 

 



 

 

3) International Day of Remembrance and Tribute to the Victims of Terrorism  
- The International Day of Remembrance and Tribute to the Victims of Terrorism is observed annually 
on August 21.  
- This is the sixth commemoration of the International Day of Remembrance of and Tribute to the Victims 
of Terrorism, on 21 August 2023. 
 
4) World Senior Citizen Day  
- World Senior Citizen Day is celebrated on August 21 every year to raise awareness of the contributions of 
older adults to society.  
- In India, a senior citizen means any person who has attained the age of sixty years or above. In a more 
general sense, senior citizens are elderly people, especially those who have retired.  
- This day is celebrated to recognise the wisdom, knowledge, and accomplishments of older individuals 
while raising awareness about the issues they face and advocating for their well-being. 
 
OBITUARY NEWS 
1) Adobe co-founder Dr. John Warnock passed away 
- Adobe co-founder Dr. John Warnock passed away at the age of 82, Adobe announces. He founded the 
revolutionary software company Adobe with his partner, the now-late Dr. Charles Geschke, in 1982.  
- Marva Warnock designed the company’s original logo, and Adobe released its first program, the desktop 
publishing software Adobe PostScript, two years later. 
- Warnock served mostly as the company’s CEO until 2000 and was co-chairman of the board along with 
Geschke until 2017. Warnock remained on the company board of directors afterward. 
 

 


